He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by
triumphing over them in him. Colossians 2:15 (ESV)

Today in heaven, all spiritual beings are subjected
to Jesus.

who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, P R \ D —\ ;
authorities, and powers having been subjected to him. 1 Peter 3:22 ‘ ) .\\ \j’ !
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Ultimately, all spiritual beings opposed to God will
be destroyed by Jesus.

Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father
after destroying every rule and every authority and power. 1 Corinthians
15:24 (ESV)

We are engaged in the battle!

For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh. For
the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy
strongholds. 2 Corinthians 10:3—4 (ESV)

For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Ephesians 6:12 (ESV)

1. We are not alone. There is a vast unseen spiritual world around
us filled with good and evil spiritual beings seeking to influence
nations, peoples, cities and our lives. Next time you look for a
decent movie, ask yourself if you see these spiritual beings at work.

2. Planet earth is the stage of the universe. Planet earth is the
stage the spiritual world is eagerly watching to see how the creator
will disarm the fallen spiritual powers and redeem a portion of the
human race. (1 Peter 1:12)

3. Christ’s cross had cosmic ramifications. Christ’s cross not only
saved us, it pulled the teeth out of the Satan and the fallen spiritual
powers of the universe.

4. As Christians, we are part of the cosmic battle with the power
of Jesus. Our prayers, lives and worship have cosmic
ramifications beyond our lives and beyond this planet.
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Daniel 10

Background

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a word was revealed to Daniel, who was
named Belteshazzar. And the word was true, and it was a great conflict. And he
understood the word and had understanding of the vision. In those days I, Daniel,
was mourning for three weeks. | ate no delicacies, no meat or wine entered my
mouth, nor did | anoint myself at all, for the full three weeks. On the twenty-fourth
day of the first month, as | was standing on the bank of the great river (that is, the
Tigris) Daniel 10:1-4 (ESV)

The Terrifying Vision

| lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with a belt of
fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. His body was like beryl, his face like the
appearance of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the
gleam of burnished bronze, and the sound of his words like the sound of a
multitude. And I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, for the men who were with me did
not see the vision, but a great trembling fell upon them, and they fled to hide
themselves. So | was left alone and saw this great vision, and no strength was left
in me. My radiant appearance was fearfully changed, and | retained no strength.
Then | heard the sound of his words, and as | heard the sound of his words, | fell
on my face in deep sleep with my face to the ground. Daniel 10:5-9 (ESV)

and in the midst of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe
and with a golden sash around his chest. The hairs of his head were white, like
white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, his feet were like
burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his voice was like the roar of many
waters. In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-
edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full strength. When | saw
him, | fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear
not, | am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold | am alive
forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades. Revelation 1:13—18 (ESV)

Touched by an Angel -- Daniel Style

And behold, a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees.
And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words that |
speak to you, and stand upright, for now | have been sent to you.” And when he
had spoken this word to me, | stood up trembling. Then he said to me, “Fear not,
Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled

yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and | have come because
of your words. The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days,
but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for | was left there with the
kings of Persia, and came to make you understand what is to happen to your
people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come.” When he had
spoken to me according to these words, | turned my face toward the ground and
was mute. And behold, one in the likeness of the children of man touched my lips.
Then | opened my mouth and spoke. | said to him who stood before me, “O my
lord, by reason of the vision pains have come upon me, and | retain no strength.
How can my lord’s servant talk with my lord? For now no strength remains in me,
and no breath is left in me.” Again one having the appearance of a man touched
me and strengthened me. And he said, “O man greatly loved, fear not, peace be
with you; be strong and of good courage.” And as he spoke to me, | was
strengthened and said, “Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.” Then
he said, “Do you know why | have come to you? But now I will return to fight
against the prince of Persia; and when | go out, behold, the prince of Greece will
come. But | will tell you what is inscribed in the book of truth: there is none who
contends by my side against these except Michael, your prince. Daniel 10:10-21
(ESV)

There are powerful spiritual beings battling in an
unseen world.

The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, for | was left there
with the kings of Persia, Daniel 10:13 (ESV)

Then | looked, and | heard around the throne and the living creatures
and the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads
and thousands of thousands, Revelation 5:11 (ESV)

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him. Colossians 1:16 (ESV)

Angels and demons jnfluence the physical world.

Again one having the appearance of a man touched me and
strengthened me. Daniel 10:18 (ESV)

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your
ways. Psalm 91:11 (ESV)

And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your hand; only spare his
life.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and struck Job
with loathsome sores from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head.
Job 2:6-7 (ESV)

How did Christ and the cross turn the tables on
the cosmic battle?

On the cross, Jesus disarmed the fallen spiritual
powers.



