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From there Abraham journeyed toward the territory of the Negeb and lived
ween K h and Shur; and h journed in Gerar. And Abraham said of
rah his wife, “She is my sister.” And Abimelech kin
Sarah. But came to Abimelech in a dream by night an id to him, “Behol
you are a dead man because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is a
man’s wife.” Now Abimelech had not approached her. So he said, “Lord, will you

kill an innocent people? Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she
herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my h nd the inn

my hands | hav ne this.” Then i him in the dream, “Yes, | know th
you have done this in the integrity of your heart, and it was | who kept you from

sinning against me. Therefore | did not let you touch her. Now then, return the
man’s wife, for he is a prophet, so that he will pray for you, and you shall live. But

if you do not return her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are
yours.” Genesis 20:1-7 (ESV)

1. Even if | don’t feel guilty of sin, that doesn’t mean | am jnnocent of
sin.

2. Sometimes God graciously protects me from sin and disaster.

(No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for the sake of your
stomach and your frequent ailments.) 1 Timothy 5:23 (ESV)

So Abimelech rose early in the morning and called all his servants and told them
all these things. And the men were very much afraid. Then Abimelech called

Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? And how have | sinned
inst that have br ht on me and my kin m reat sin? Y

have done to me things that ought not to be done.” And Abimelech said to
Abraham, “What did you see, that you did this thing?” Abraham said, “l did it

because | thought, ‘There is no fear of God at all in this place, and they will kill
me because of my wife.’ Besides, she is indeed my sister, the daughter of my

father th h not th hter of my mother, and sh me my wife. An
when me to wander from my father’s h | said to her, ‘This i
the kindn must me: at every pl to which w m f me, “H

is my brother.” ’” Genesis 20:8-13 (ESV)

3. When I sin, others will suffer.

4. Truths intended to deceive are still a lie.

5. Don’t be surprised when my children copy my sins, but not my
boundaries.



So Isaac settled in Gerar. When the men of the place asked him about his

“ he men of the pl hould kill m f Rebekah,”
she was attractive in appearance. Genesis 26:6—7 (ESV)

Then Abimelech took sheep and oxen, and male servants and female servants,
and gave them to Abraham, and returned Sarah his wife to him. And Abimelech
said, “Behold, my land is before you; dwell where it pleases you.” To Sarah he
id B i\ | ha iven vour b or & thousand bi

your innocence in the eyes of all who are with you, and before everyone you are
vindicated.” Then Abraham pr t n healed Abimelech, and al
healed his wife and female slaves so that they bore children. For the Lord had
closed all the wombs of the house of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s
wife. Genesis 20:14-18 (ESV)

How should God’s love in spite of my relapses cause me to
respond?

1. It should keep me humble.

2. It should encourage me in my failures.

3. It should change the way | look at others.
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