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These are the generations of Esau (that is, Edom). Esau took his wives from the 
Canaanites: Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, Oholibamah the daughter of 
Anah the daughter of Zibeon the Hivite, and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter, the 
sister of Nebaioth. And Adah bore to Esau, Eliphaz; Basemath bore Reuel; and 
Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the sons of Esau who 
were born to him in the land of Canaan. Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his 
daughters, and all the members of his household, his livestock, all his beasts, 
and all his property that he had acquired in the land of Canaan. He went into a 
land away from his brother Jacob. For their possessions were too great for them 
to dwell together. The land of their sojournings could not support them because 
of their livestock. So Esau settled in the hill country of Seir. (Esau is Edom.) 
Genesis 36:1–8 (ESV) 

1. Esau married women that didn’t love God. They led his family away 
from the Lord. 

Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has 
righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with 
darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a 
believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of 
God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, “I 
will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 2 Corinthians 6:14–16 (ESV) 

2. Esau wasn’t careful where he moved. He lead his family away from 
godly influence. 

These are the generations of Esau the father of the Edomites in the hill country 
of Seir. These are the names of Esau’s sons: Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of 
Esau, Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau. The sons of Eliphaz were 
Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz. (Timna was a concubine of Eliphaz, 
Esau’s son; she bore Amalek to Eliphaz.) These are the sons of Adah, Esau’s 
wife. These are the sons of Reuel: Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. 
These are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. These are the sons of 
Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she bore 
to Esau Jeush, Jalam, and Korah. These are the chiefs of the sons of Esau. The 
sons of Eliphaz the firstborn of Esau: the chiefs Teman, Omar, Zepho, Kenaz, 
Korah, Gatam, and Amalek; these are the chiefs of Eliphaz in the land of Edom; 
these are the sons of Adah. These are the sons of Reuel, Esau’s son: the chiefs 
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah; these are the chiefs of Reuel in the land 
of Edom; these are the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife. These are the sons of 
Oholibamah, Esau’s wife: the chiefs Jeush, Jalam, and Korah; these are the 
chiefs born of Oholibamah the daughter of Anah, Esau’s wife. These are the 
sons of Esau (that is, Edom), and these are their chiefs. Genesis 36:9–19 (ESV) 

These are the sons of Seir the Horite, the inhabitants of the land: Lotan, Shobal, 
Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of the Horites, the 
sons of Seir in the land of Edom. The sons of Lotan were Hori and Hemam; and 
Lotan’s sister was Timna. These are the sons of Shobal: Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, 
Shepho, and Onam. These are the sons of Zibeon: Aiah and Anah; he is the 
Anah who found the hot springs in the wilderness, as he pastured the donkeys of 
Zibeon his father. These are the children of Anah: Dishon and Oholibamah the 
daughter of Anah. These are the sons of Dishon: Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and 
Cheran. These are the sons of Ezer: Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan. These are the 
sons of Dishan: Uz and Aran. These are the chiefs of the Horites: the chiefs 
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and Dishan; these are the chiefs of 
the Horites, chief by chief in the land of Seir. Genesis 36:20–30 (ESV) 

These are the kings who reigned in the land of Edom, before any king reigned 
over the Israelites. Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, the name of his city 



being Dinhabah. Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah reigned in his 
place. Jobab died, and Husham of the land of the Temanites reigned in his place. 
Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who defeated Midian in the country 
of Moab, reigned in his place, the name of his city being Avith. Hadad died, and 
Samlah of Masrekah reigned in his place. Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth 
on the Euphrates reigned in his place. Shaul died, and Baal-hanan the son of 
Achbor reigned in his place. Baal-hanan the son of Achbor died, and Hadar 
reigned in his place, the name of his city being Pau; his wife’s name was 
Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred, daughter of Mezahab. These are the names 
of the chiefs of Esau, according to their clans and their dwelling places, by their 
names: the chiefs Timna, Alvah, Jetheth, Oholibamah, Elah, Pinon, Kenaz, 
Teman, Mibzar, Magdiel, and Iram; these are the chiefs of Edom (that is, Esau, 
the father of Edom), according to their dwelling places in the land of their 
possession. Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojournings, in the land of 
Canaan. Genesis 36:31–37:1 (ESV) 

Remember, O Lord, against the Edomites the day of Jerusalem, how they 
said, “Lay it bare, lay it bare, down to its foundations!” O daughter of 
Babylon, doomed to be destroyed, blessed shall he be who repays you 
with what you have done to us! Blessed shall he be who takes your little 
ones and dashes them against the rock! Psalm 137:7–9 (ESV) 

Because of the violence done to your brother Jacob, shame shall cover 
you, and you shall be cut off forever. On the day that you stood aloof, on 
the day that strangers carried off his wealth and foreigners entered his 
gates and cast lots for Jerusalem, you were like one of them. But do not 
gloat over the day of your brother in the day of his misfortune; do not 
rejoice over the people of Judah in the day of their ruin; do not boast in 
the day of distress. Obadiah 10–12 (ESV) 

“I have loved you,” says the Lord. But you say, “How have you loved us?” 
“Is not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the Lord. “Yet I have loved Jacob 
but Esau I have hated. I have laid waste his hill country and left his 
heritage to jackals of the desert.” If Edom says, “We are shattered but we 
will rebuild the ruins,” the Lord of hosts says, “They may build, but I will 
tear down, and they will be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people 
with whom the Lord is angry forever.’ ” Your own eyes shall see this, and 
you shall say, “Great is the Lord beyond the border of Israel!” Malachi 
1:2–5 (ESV) 
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