
Jonathan Edwards Resolutions on How To Live

• Resolved, to endeavor to obtain for myself as much 
happiness, in the other world, as I possibly can.

• Resolved, that I will live so as I shall wish I had done when I 
come to die.

• Resolved, to endeavor to my utmost to act as I can think I 
should do, if I had already seen the happiness of heaven, and 
hell’s torments.

Want To Learn More?  This handout, small group questions, sermon manuscript and 
the audio files of the sermon are available at:

 www.faithefree.com or www.christ2Rculture.com 

Next Week:  Pastor Greg Speaking
Two Weeks: Vision Sunday

The Mysteries of
Heaven
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The Hope
 of Heaven

If you have read history, you will find that 
those Christians who did most for the 

present world were just those who thought 
most of the next.  It is since Christians have 
largely ceased to think of the other world that 

they have become so ineffective in this 
world. - C.S. Lewis
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The Hope of Heaven

How did this study of heaven
 change us? 

It released us from our fear of death.
He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe 
away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he 
will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 
Isaiah 25:8 (ESV)

When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the 
mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the 
saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O 
death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 
1 Corinthians 15:54–55 (ESV)

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or danger, or sword? Romans 8:35 (ESV)

It gave us hearts filled with 
thankfulness.

Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that 
cannot be shaken, and thus let us offer to God acceptable 
worship, with reverence and awe, Hebrews 12:28 (ESV)

It taught us to live wisely.
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 
but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 
moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in 
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will 
be also. Matthew 6:19–21 (ESV)

As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be 
haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, 
but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 
They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be 
generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for 
themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they 
may take hold of that which is truly life. 1 Timothy 6:17–19 
(ESV)
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For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. Romans 8:38–39 (ESV)

It brought purpose to our lives.
Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But 
one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for 
the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 3:13–14 (ESV)

It motivated us for purity.
Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do 
you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the 
judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the 
Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 
confess to God.” So then each of us will give an account of 
himself to God. Romans 14:10–12 (ESV)

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of 
people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness,...  
But according to his promise we are waiting for new 
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 
Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be 
diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at 
peace. 2 Peter 3:11–14 (ESV)

He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than 
the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 
Hebrews 11:26 (ESV)

And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he 
is pure. 1 John 3:3 (ESV)

If my wedding date is on the calendar, and I’m thinking of 
the person I’m going to marry, I shouldn’t be an easy target 
for seduction.  Likewise, when I’ve meditated on Heaven, sin 
is terribly unappealing.  It’s when my mind drifts from 
Heaven that sin appears attractive.  Thinking about heaven 
leads to holiness and purity.  Our high tolerance for sin 
testifies of our failure to prepare for Heaven.  -Randy Alcorn, 
Heaven, pg. 471

It motivated us to seek greater joy and 
delight.
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